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There were no winners of the first prize  

in last night’s draw. The winning numbers 

were 8, 19, 27, 30, 36 and 42. The extra 

number was 2. The HK$1,801,160 second 

prize was won by a single ticket. Third  

prize paid HK$102,190 and was won by  

47 tickets. 

Six developers team up to pay HK$12.6 

billion for land at the former Kai Tak 

airport. The Marble Edge Investment 

consortium is made up of China Overseas 

Land & Investment, Chinachem Group, 

Empire Development, Henderson Land 

Development, New World Development 

and Wheelock Properties.

Macau is facing a capital-flight crackdown 

amid Beijing concerns that billions of 

yuan in funds are being funnelled into 

casinos in contravention of national 

currency controls. State-backed bank 

payment card UnionPay says it is 

“committed” to “combating overseas 

money laundering” in the gambling hub. 

The former personal assistant to Nina 

Wang Kung Yu-sum reveals the billionaire 

head of the Chinachem property empire 

often got him to deliver suitcases full of 

cash to people. Ringo Wong Lai-chuen 

says he believes the money was being paid 

to people working in “feng shui-related” 

professions.

Beijing says attempts by Democrats 

to move a Legislative Council motion 

critical of the National People’s Congress 

Standing Committee are unconstitutional. 

A spokesman for the central government’s 

liaison office describes such behaviour 

as “an act to challenge the position of the 

NPC Standing Committee”.

POSTS FROM THE PAST

Deadly highway collapse and tornado in battered Guangdong serve as 

reminders of importance of weather forecasts and preparing for worst

G
uangdong officials should have sighed in 
relief that there were no other major 
rainstorm-triggered incidents after 48 

people were killed last week when a highway in 
the province collapsed.

 While there is no official explanation for the 
collapse, media quoted engineers as saying 
heavy downpours were a cause.

In the days that followed, more rain hit the 
southern province. The risk of accidents was high 
because the storms coincided with peak traffic 
for the Labour Day holiday. A total of 295 million 
trips were made by travellers across China during 
the five-day public holiday.

Just days before the holiday began, five 
people were killed and 33 were injured after an 
intense tornado struck mega city Guangzhou and 
damaged more than 100 factories. Guangdong 
was battered by multiple natural disasters last 
month – floods, rainstorms and hailstorms – and 
tens of thousands were evacuated.

Authorities have been more vigilant with 
weather warnings since the summer of 2021, 
when catastrophic floods killed hundreds in the 
central province of Henan. In January 2022, 
Beijing punished almost 100 officials and 
company managers for dereliction of duty.

Extreme weather risks were even higher last 
year and early this year because of El Nino, the 
climate phenomenon marked by sea surface 
temperature changes in the Pacific Ocean.

Last summer, China was hit by record heat 
and devastating floods. In August, more than a 
million people were forced from their homes and 
dozens were killed by the remnants of a typhoon 
in northern Hebei province. 

In China, natural disasters and accidents are 
often perceived as a threat to social stability 
because large numbers of victims and high levels 
of discontent could trigger protests, which 
Beijing deems a threat to its governance.

After the collapse of the Guangdong highway, 
President Xi Jinping ordered local officials to step 
up rescue efforts. He also told them to ensure 
social stability.

Complaints from relatives of accident and 
natural disaster victims are rarely heard in the 
media. For the past two decades, local 
governments have typically acted quickly to 
contact bereaved families to prevent them from 
protesting, petitioning or complaining to the 
media.

Local officials are typically held responsible if 
they fail to take effective precautions against 
extreme weather. 

In the case of Guangdong, officials were quick 
to send warnings before the recent rainstorms. 
The road collapse also highlighted the 
importance of identifying risks such as 
landslides, blocked drainage and weakened 
infrastructure after prolonged rainfall.

Neighbouring Hong Kong was spared the 
worst over the past week, with minimum damage 
despite rainstorms and flooding.

However, there is no room for complacency. 
Last year, Hong Kong officials initially counted 
themselves lucky that the city was spared serious 
damage and casualties when it was hit by 
Typhoon Haikui.

But the unexpected and long rainstorm that 
followed wreaked havoc on a city proud of its 
weather warning system and modern 
infrastructure, leaving four dead and dozens 
injured.

Metrological authorities on the mainland 
warned about the risks of extreme weather as 
early as 2022 because of the El Nino effect. 

El Nino was supposed to weaken in April, but 
scientists warned that its effects could linger until 
this month. Scientists also warned about the risks 
of another climate pattern, La Nina, in the latter 
half of this year. 

Scientists have called for better weather 
forecasting. 

A paper written by a researchers from 
Nanjing, Beijing and South Korea, published in 
the peer-reviewed Weather and Climate 
Extremes in March of last year, said the 2021 
flooding in Henan showed that even state-of-the-
art technology had limited success in predicting 
such extreme events one to two weeks in 
advance, and adjustments were needed to take 
into account the complexity of new weather and 
climate patterns.

Devastating rainstorms show 
there’s no room for complacency 

Local officials are typically 
held responsible if they fail to 
take effective precautions 
against extreme weather
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VIDEO SPOTLIGHT

Young Russians are increasingly turning to countries such as South 

Korea and Japan as sources of pop entertainment, amid economic 

sanctions that have limited their access to Western cultural products. 

One successful K-pop dance studio has opened 

branches in Moscow and several other Russian 

cities, attracting hundreds of K-pop lovers. Dance-

cover videos performed by its students can attract 

more than 700,000 views on YouTube. Many are 

drawn to the all-round appeal of K-pop idols and the 

sense of community the genre offers. It is not just K-pop that has 

become popular among young Russians as the country sees a 

cultural shift eastward. Last November, more than a thousand 

cosplayers flocked to the annual Toguchi Cosplay Festival in Moscow.

K-pop and Asian culture call tune for Russian teens


