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Justice Tao Kaiyuan, Vice President of the Supreme 

People’s Court of the PRC visited Hong Kong in 

October, during which, she delivered a lecture at the 

City University of Hong Kong to introduce the 

development and reform of the judicial protection of 

intellectual properties in China. 

The number of cases relating the disputes in intellectual 

properties has experienced a radical increase since 2013. 

The total number of civil, administrative and criminal 

cases in the area of intellectual properties has added up 

to 813,000, among which, there are some leading cases 

such as the “Michael Jordan” case, the “Christian Dior”case and cases where there is abuse of 

market dominance. Until 2017, 781,000 out of 813,000 cases have been settled. 

While the mainland courts continue to accumulate experiences in intellectual properties, reforms 

on some key mechanisms such as evidence rules, infringements compensation, and technical 

facts have been carried out. The Judiciary is actively and intently investing into the establishment 

of a case system where guiding cases and reference cases coexist.  

In addition, Intellectual Property Courts have been successively established in Beijing, Shanghai 

and Guangzhou. The trial mechanism for Intellectual Property cases is continuously being 

improved. 



 

 

The level of internationalization and international influence of the mainland judicial protection 

on intellectual property has been significantly enhanced. Representatives from mainland courts 

have participated in several important international conferences and contributed in the making of 

international treaties and regulations for intellectual properties. 

Lastly, Justice Tao encouraged the law students in Hong Kong to experience the law practice in 

mainland and take part in the judicial exchange activities. 

Guests attending the lecture included Prof. Way Kuo, President and University Distinguished 

Professor, Prof. Lin Feng, Associate Dean of School of Law and Director of Centre for Judicial 

Education and Research, Dr. Ding Chunyan, Assistant Dean of School of Law Dr. Guan 

Wenwei, Associate Professor of School of Law and Dr. He Tianxiang, Assistant Professor of 

School of Law. Representatives from the Department of Justice, the Law Society of Hong Kong, 

Association of China-Appointed Attesting Officers Limited and The Small and Medium Law 

Firms Association of Hong Kong were also among the audiences. 


