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Part I Course Overview

Course Title

Labour, Sustainability and Development

Subject Code

PIA - Public and International Affairs
Course Number
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Public and International Affairs (PIA)
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One Semester
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3
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Prerequisites
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Equivalent Courses
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This course examines the relation between economic political and social development, and labour relations, labour
movements and labour organization. The course examines theories of development which focus on labour as part of

their framework as well as ask what development means to workers. The course will explore current problems and issues
facing labour (forced precarity, modern slavery, gender discrimination, human trafficking etc) and illustrate how labour is
responding at various levels. As such the course will explain why labour is central to development but disenfranchised from
the processes of development, and then how they organise to challenge the current developmental ethos.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)

1 Understand the concept of the developmental X X
state, its various historical and empirical
variations and its embeddedness in social and
political relations.

2 Critically analyse the economic, social and X X
political role of labour for development in
general and the developmental state in Asia
more specifically

3 Develop an understanding of different types of X X
labour movements and their impact on social
and economic development

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 1 Reading assignments: 1,2,3
The students will actively
engage in the reading
material.

2 2 In-class discussions: 1,2,3
Students engage in
debates and explorations

3 3 Research: Students use 1,2,3
relevant materials to
write a series of short
papers.

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATS)
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ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks (e.g. Parameter
for GenAlI use)
1 Essay 1,2,3 40
2 Research paper 1,2,3 60

Continuous Assessment (%)
100

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task

Essay on a seminar text, to be delivered during the teaching period (30%) (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23
and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion
Writing of an essay that summarizes key arguments of a seminar text

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) The essay gives an excellent overview about a text and uses references in a correct way

Good
(B+, B, B-) The essay gives a good overview about a text and uses references in a correct way

Fair
(C+, C, C-) The paper gives some overview about a text and is making mistakes with referencing

Marginal
(D) The paper attempts to give an overview about a text and is broadly adequate in representing its arguments

Failure
(F) The paper fails to address what is said in a text and misrepresents its arguments grossly.

Assessment Task
Research paper on a seminar text, to be delivered after the teaching period (60%) (for students admitted before Semester A
2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion
Writing of an argumentative research paper

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) The paper makes a very good innovative argument in a clear and systematic structure with sufficient evidence.

Good
(B+, B, B-) The paper makes a good innovative argument in a relatively clear and systematic structure with evidence

Fair
(C+, C, C-) The paper makes an adequate argument with some structure

Marginal
(D) The paper attempts to makes an argument and shows some knowledge

Failure
(F) The paper fails to make an argument, has no structure, and provides inadequate evidence.
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Assessment Task

Essay on a seminar text, to be delivered during the teaching period (30%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to
Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Writing of an essay that summarizes key arguments of a seminar text

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) The essay gives an excellent overview about a text and uses references in a correct way

Good

(B+, B) The essay gives a good overview about a text and uses references in a correct way

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) The paper gives some overview about a text and is making mistakes with referencing

Failure

(F) The paper fails to address what is said in a text and misrepresents its arguments grossly.

Assessment Task
Research paper on a seminar text, to be delivered after the teaching period (60%) (for students admitted from Semester A
2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion
Writing of an argumentative research paper

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) The paper makes a very good innovative argument in a clear and systematic structure with sufficient evidence.

Good
(B+, B) The paper makes a good innovative argument in a relatively clear and systematic structure with evidence.

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) The paper makes a marginal argument with some structure.

Failure
(F) The paper fails to make an argument, has no structure, and provides inadequate evidence.

Part IIT Other Information

Keyword Syllabus
Development, Labour, Labour movements, Climate change, sustainable labour practices, Informal Economy, labour unions

Reading List

Compulsory Readings

Title

1 Nil

Additional Readings
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