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SS5316: AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOUR AND
HOMICIDE

Effective Term
Semester B 2024/25 

Part I Course Overview
Course Title
Aggressive Behaviour and Homicide 

Subject Code
SS - Social and Behavioural Sciences 
Course Number
5316 

Academic Unit
Social and Behavioural Sciences (SS) 

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH) 

Course Duration
One Semester 

Credit Units
3 

Level
P5, P6 - Postgraduate Degree 

Medium of Instruction
Other Languages 

Other Languages for Medium of Instruction
English, supplemented by Cantonese/Putonghua in live demonstration, skills rehearsal, and role-play exercises as situation
requires 

Medium of Assessment
English 

Prerequisites
Nil 

Precursors
Nil 

Equivalent Courses
Nil 

Exclusive Courses
Nil 
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Part II Course Details
Abstract
After completing the course, students could be able to distinguish two subtypes of aggressive behaviour, reactive and
proactive aggression, and make a clear assessment on people acting with school bullying, assaults, family violence,
blackmail, manslaughter, and homicide. They could be competent to make accurate analyses of the suspects based on
the features and characteristics of the crime in particular cases. They could comprehend and apply relevant theories in
case analyses as well as the strategies and procedures of handling the suspects. Furthermore, based on Social Information
Processing Model, Cognitive-behavioural Therapy, and neurobiological approach, to device effective intervention and
counselling strategies for reducing children, adolescents, and adults with reactive and proactive aggression, it leads to
reduce the violence, homicide, and crime rate in Hong Kong eventually.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

 CILOs Weighting (if
app.)

DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3

1 Comprehend the distinction between two
subtypes of aggressive behaviour, and their later
development in childhood and adolescence
stage

15 x x

2 Make assessment and identify people based on
their characteristics of reactive and proactive
aggression

15 x x

3 The differences of committing school
bullying, assaults, family violence, blackmail,
manslaughter, and homicide between people
with reactive and proactive aggression

30 x x

4 Apply Social Information Processing Model and
counselling interventions to reduce crime rate
of violence and homicide, and prevent people
from having reactive and proactive aggression

40 x x

A1: Attitude 
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

 LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 Lectures: Major theoretical
concepts and models of
aggression as well as two
subtypes of reactive and
proactive aggression will
be presented to students

1, 2, 3, 4 3 hrs/wk
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2 Class Discussions: Classroom discussions
organized for the
whole class or carried
out in small group
discussion followed
by a presentation by
each small group will
be used for clarification
of concepts and for
integration of theories
and local practice
experiences.

1, 2, 3, 4 0.5 hrs/wk

3 Live Demonstration and
Class:

Related videos on
different kinds of violent
real cases, such as
demonstration by school
bullying, assaults, family
violence, blackmail,
manslaughter, and
homicide will be shown
and used in classroom for
students to make clear
and accurate assessment
as well as device suitable
interventions for the real
specific cases in Hong
Kong

2, 3, 4 1 hr/wk

4 Student Presentation: To present a real violent
case in Hong Kong, and
try to apply relevant
theories and concepts
for making a precise
case analyses and
assessments, then to
device an appropriate
intervention counselling
strategies for the specific
client with reactive and
proactive aggression

2, 3, 4 3 hrs/wk for 3 weeks

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATs)
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 ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks (e.g. Parameter
for GenAI use)

1 AT1: Group presentation: 
Students will be divided
into smaller groups
with around 5 members
in each group for a
group presentation on a
real case on aggressive
behaviour or homicide.
Each presentation will
last around 40 minutes
in the formats of oral
presentation, video
demonstration, role plays
and assessment exercises.
The presenting group
has to lead a 30-minute
whole class discussion
after their presentation.

1, 2, 3 15

2 AT2: Reflective and case
critique paper: 
Write up a reflective
paper on learning two
subtypes of reactive and
proactive aggression
could be applied and
useful in their particular
profession or job under
specific workplace. The
length of the paper is
around 1,500 words.

1, 2 35

3 AT3: Term Paper: 
An academic paper that
focusing on literature
review of that specific
violent case in various
nature and context,
such as school bullying,
assaults, family violence,
blackmail, manslaughter,
and homicide. Then,
based on the previous
studies and reviews,
have a rich discussion
on how to analyse
the case as well as
intervention approaches
with evidence-based
literature support. The
length of the paper is
around 3,000 words.

1, 2, 3, 4 50

Continuous Assessment (%)
100 
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Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task
1. Group presentation (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Ability to assess and analyse violent cases with reactive and proactive aggression 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for ability to assess and analyse violent cases with reactive and proactive aggression 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good evidence for ability to assess and analyse violent cases with reactive and proactive aggression 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Fair evidence for ability to assess and analyse violent cases with reactive and proactive aggression 

Marginal
(D) Limited evidence for ability to assess and analyse violent cases with reactive and proactive aggression 

Failure
(F) Insufficient evidence for ability to assess and analyse violent cases with reactive and proactive aggression 

Assessment Task
2. Reflective and case critique paper (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 &
thereafter) 

Criterion
Capacity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills in their profession under particular workplace 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for capacity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills in their profession under particular
workplace 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good evidence for capacity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills in their profession under particular
workplace 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Fair evidence for capacity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills in their profession under particular
workplace 

Marginal
(D) Limited evidence for capacity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills in their profession under particular
workplace 

Failure
(F) Insufficient evidence for capacity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills in their profession under particular
workplace 

Assessment Task
3. Term Paper (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 
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Criterion
Ability to integrate the previous literature and scientific evidence-based studies to device effective interventions for reactive
and proactive aggressors 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for ability to integrate the previous literature and scientific evidence-based studies to device
effective interventions for reactive and proactive aggressors 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good evidence for ability to integrate the previous literature and scientific evidence-based studies to device
effective interventions for reactive and proactive aggressors 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Fair evidence for ability to integrate the previous literature and scientific evidence-based studies to device
effective interventions for reactive and proactive aggressors 

Marginal
(D) Limited evidence for ability to integrate the previous literature and scientific evidence-based studies to device effective
interventions for reactive and proactive aggressors 

Failure
(F) Insufficient evidence for ability to integrate the previous literature and scientific evidence-based studies to device
effective interventions for reactive and proactive aggressors 

Assessment Task
1. Group presentation (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Ability to assess and analyse violent cases with reactive and proactive aggression 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for ability to assess and analyse violent cases with reactive and proactive aggression 

Good
(B+, B) Good evidence for ability to assess and analyse violent cases with reactive and proactive aggression 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Fair to limited evidence for ability to assess and analyse violent cases with reactive and proactive aggression 

Failure
(F) Insufficient evidence for ability to assess and analyse violent cases with reactive and proactive aggression 

Assessment Task
2. Reflective and case critique paper (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Capacity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills in their profession under particular workplace 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for capacity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills in their profession under particular
workplace 
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Good
(B+, B) Good evidence for capacity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills in their profession under particular
workplace 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Fair to limited evidence for capacity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills in their profession under
particular workplace 

Failure
(F) Insufficient evidence for capacity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills in their profession under particular
workplace 

Assessment Task
3. Term Paper (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Ability to integrate the previous literature and scientific evidence-based studies to device effective interventions for reactive
and proactive aggressors 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for ability to integrate the previous literature and scientific evidence-based studies to device
effective interventions for reactive and proactive aggressors 

Good
(B+, B) Good evidence for ability to integrate the previous literature and scientific evidence-based studies to device effective
interventions for reactive and proactive aggressors 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Fair to limited evidence for ability to integrate the previous literature and scientific evidence-based studies to
device effective interventions for reactive and proactive aggressors 

Failure
(F) Insufficient evidence for ability to integrate the previous literature and scientific evidence-based studies to device
effective interventions for reactive and proactive aggressors 

Part III Other Information
Keyword Syllabus
Ecology of childhood and adolescence, pro-social development and deviance, childhood experience, behaviour disorders,
emotional disturbance, developmental disabilities, children in distress, behaviour management and behaviour therapy,
CBT, child-centred play therapy

Reading List

Compulsory Readings

 Title

1 Swart, L. & Mellor, L. (2017). Homicide: A forensic psychology casebook. Florida: CRC Press.

2 Raine, A. (2013). The Anatomy of Violence: The biological roots of crime. New York: Pantheon/Random House.

Additional Readings
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