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Many contract disputes are resolved by reference to the terms of the contract that has been
concluded between the parties. Given that many contract disputes turn on the proper interpretation
of the terms of the contract, the approach taken by the courts to the interpretation of contracts is a
matter of considerable significance both in terms of commercial practice and legal theory. In this
lecture consideration will be given to the approach which the English courts take towards the
interpretation of contracts, the range of materials upon which the courts can draw when seeking to
interpret a contract (for example, the exclusion of pre-contractual negotiations), the difference
between interpretation and implication and brief consideration will also be given to the approach
taken by the courts to two terms commonly found in modern commercial contracts governed by
English law, namely entire agreement clauses and force majeure clauses
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About the Speaker

Ewan McKendrick, BCL, MA, LLB (Edinburgh), QC (Hon) is
Professor of Anglo-American Law at the University of Leiden and
Emeritus Professor of English Private Law at the University of
Oxford. He is a Bencher of Gray's Inn and a member of chambers
at 3 Verulam Buildings, Gray's Inn. He was the Registrar of the
University from 2011 to 2018. Formerly: Professor of English Law,
University College London, 1995-2000; Fellow of St Anne's
College, Oxford and Linnells Lecturer in Law in the University of
Oxford, 1991-1995; Lecturer in Law, London School of Economics
and Political Science, 1988-1991; Lecturer in Law, UniverSity of
Essex,1985-1988; Lecturer in Law, University of Central lancashire,
1984-1985.

He is a member of the Editorial Advisory Board of the Journal of
International Banking and Regulation Law. He is;a member of
Chambers at 3 Verulam Buildings, Gray's Inn, and @ Bencher of

Gray's Inn. His profile and publication list may be found at
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/people/ewan-mckendrick
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