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S5$2025: CRIME AND DEVIANCE

Effective Term
Semester A 2024/25

Part I Course Overview

Course Title
Crime and Deviance

Subject Code

SS - Social and Behavioural Sciences
Course Number

2025

Academic Unit

Social and Behavioural Sciences (SS)

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH)

Course Duration
One Semester

Credit Units
3

Level
B1, B2, B3, B4 - Bachelor's Degree

Medium of Instruction
English

Medium of Assessment
English

Prerequisites

Nil

Precursors

Nil

Equivalent Courses

Nil

Exclusive Courses

Nil

Part II Course Details

Abstract

This course is designed to deepen students' understanding of digital crime and deviance concepts, as well as the sociological
perspectives on deviance and social change from comparative and international viewpoints. It aims to achieve this through
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three objectives. Firstly, it will introduce the primary theoretical frameworks used in the sociology of crime and deviance in
comparative and international contexts. Secondly, it will explore these frameworks through applicable real-world examples.
Lastly, it will cover the key topics of interest related to the sociology of crime and deviance.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)
1 Describe and distinguish the major theoretical |35 X X

approaches and their key concepts in crime and
deviance in Sociological perspective;

2 Compare and contrast the major approaches 30 X X
and concepts through empirical examples; and

3 Identify, elaborate and construct the major 35 X X X
topics of interests in comparative and
international Sociology of crime and deviance.

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 TLAIL: Lecture Students will engage in 1,2,3
lecture activities about
the major theoretical
approaches, key concepts
and logics in comparative
and international
Sociology of crime and
deviance.

2 TLA2: Seminar In seminar, students will |1,2, 3
engage in discussion
about applications

of major approaches

in comparative and
international Sociology
of crime and deviance
so as to compare and
evaluate the various
linkages between
theories, concepts and
the empirical reality.

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATSs)
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ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks (e.g. Parameter
for GenAlI use)
1 AT1: Seminar activities 1,2,3 30
2 AT?2: Semester paper 1,2,3 40
3 AT3: In-class Test 1,2,3 30

Continuous Assessment (%)
100

Examination (%)
0

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task
1. Seminar activities

Criterion

- Ability to deliver an effective presentation/debate

- Demonstrate the ability to identify issue or problem as the topic.
- Ability to select one or more relevant theoretical perspective(s) to analyse the issue critically.

Excellent (A+, A, A-)
High

Good (B+, B, B-)
Significant

Fair (C+, C, C-)
Moderate

Marginal (D)
Basic

Failure (F)
Not even reaching the marginal level

Assessment Task
2. Semester paper

Criterion

- Present the ideas in logical manner- Use of proper references and evidences to illustrate the ideas

- Identify a problem in the area of political sociology

- Apply a theory to analyse the problem critically

Excellent (A+, A, A-)

Strong evidence of original thinking; good organization, capacity to analyse and synthesize; superior grasp of subject
matter; evidence of extensive knowledge base.

Good (B+, B, B-)

Evidence of grasp of subject, some evidence of critical capacity and analytic ability; reasonable understanding of issues;

evidence of familiarity with literature.
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Fair (C+, C, C-)
Student who is profiting from the university experience; understanding of the subject; ability to develop solutions to simple
problems in the material.

Marginal (D)

Sufficient familiarity with the subject matter to enable the student to progress without repeating the course.

Failure (F)

Little evidence of familiarity with the subject matter; weakness in critical and analytic skills; limited, or irrelevant use of
literature.

Assessment Task

3. In-class Test

Criterion

Scores of MCQ questions obtained

Excellent (A+, A, A-)
75 marks or above

Good (B+, B, B-)
60 to 74 marks

Fair (C+, C, C-)
45 to 59 marks

Marginal (D)
40 to 44 marks

Failure (F)
Below 40 marks

Part ITI Other Information
Keyword Syllabus

This course is designed to deepen students' understanding of digital crime and deviance concepts, as well as the sociological
perspectives on deviance and social change from comparative and international viewpoints. It aims to achieve this through
three objectives. Firstly, it will introduce the primary theoretical frameworks used in the sociology of crime and deviance in
comparative and international contexts. Secondly, it will explore these frameworks through applicable real-world examples.
Lastly, it will cover the key topics of interest related to the sociology of crime and deviance.

Reading List

Compulsory Readings

Title

Downes, D. M., Rock, P. E.; & McLaughlin, E. (2016). Understanding deviance: a guide to the sociology of crime and
rule-breaking (Seventh edition. ed.). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

2

Hester, S., & Eglin, P. (2017). A sociology of crime (Second edition. ed.). London: Routledge.

Additional Readings
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